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SUMMARY

	TYPE OF DEVELOPMENT


	· Extension of existing course from 9 to 18 holes.



	PREVIOUS LAND USES


	· Derelict land (Former oil-shale works)



	NATURAL HERITAGE DESIGNATIONS
	· No designations 

	OTHER DEVELOPMENT ISSUES
	

	CONSULTATION


	· SNH and SGCWG consulted at outline planning stage.

	KEY CONSERVATION OUTCOMES


	· New habitat creation – wetland, grassland, scrub & woodland.

	OTHER COMMENTS


	· Land returned to productive use.


BACKGROUND

The course is located in West Lothian, adjacent to Livingston New Town.  

The development discussed here is an extension of an existing nine hole course to eighteen holes.  

The site is located in an area of agricultural land adjoining derelict oil shale operations.  The extension of the course was conceived as a means of reclaiming contaminated derelict land to productive use. This was necessary as the site was, at one time, the location of the largest oil refinery in the world.  It was here that James ‘Paraffin’ Young developed the process of extraction of petroleum products from oil shales of Carboniferous age.  One consequence of this was extensive surface deposits of shale waste and contamination of the soil.  The decontamination of the land was to be achieved with the ultimate return of the land to productive use. 

The return of the land to use as a golf course created opportunities for conservation development.  Habitat creation possibilities were envisaged before planning permission was sought and the resulting proposals were incorporated in the conditions attaching to the planning permission.  Ecologists were involved in the process and the Scottish Golf Course Wildlife Advisor was also consulted.

ISSUES

· The primary issue is contaminated land reclamation.  Involving remedial works, site decontamination and treatment of contaminated hotspots.

· Securing groundwater migration.

· Removal of high detergent, tar and oil concentrations.

· Reedbed construction for treatment.

· Grassland, wetland and scrub habitat creation.

· Water body creation.

· Preventing access to undermined areas, woodland planting, fencing and shrub screening.

· Copse planting.

· Retention of scrub and grassland.

· Encourage scrub regeneration.

· Management of access by provision of walkways.

PLANNING AND DESIGN 

· The initial work on the land was designed to decontaminate the land.  The land is owned by British Petroleum (BP AMOCO), the successors to Young’s Paraffin and Oil Company.  BP employed consultants, I R Robertson & Partners, Civil Engineers, to manage the reclamation and their own ecologists were involved in the appraisal of the site.  Once the surveys were completed, the subject of after-use of the site was addressed and a suggestion was made that golf course development should be considered.  

· The feasibility of this was considered and it was concluded that extension of the existing course could be achieved.  BP approached Pumpherston Golf Club with the proposal and the outline planning process was set in train.  Since the existing course was also sited on contaminated land it was decided that the development would provide the opportunity to treat this problem at the same time.  

· The BP ecologists recommended nature conservation initiatives of woodland, wetland, scrub and grassland creation, and encouragement of scrub regeneration.  At the instigation of the golf club members the SGCWG’s Wildlife Adviser was consulted.  

· Recommendations were drafted and the local authority consulted.  With the close involvement of the SGCWG and the BP ecologists no significant consultation with SNH was required.  At the outline planning stage the recommendations of the SGCWG were incorporated into the conditions.

· Glen Andrews, Golf Course Architect was appointed to work up a detailed design for the proposed extension.  The construction management and planting of the course as detailed in the planning application has received financial support from the Scottish Sports Council Lottery Fund.

MANAGEMENT

Vision and aims

· A detailed planning application has been approved.  Nature conservation measures will be incorporated into the conditions of the detailed consent.  The primary concern is the decontamination of the land and the treatment of the ground water.

· A detailed management plan has been written as a condition of the planning consent and the provisions are being implemented by I R Robertson & Ptnrs. in collaboration with Glen Andrews, Pumpherston Golf Club and BP.


SUMMARY OF GOOD PRACTICE ELEMENTS





Return of contaminated land to productive use


Nature conservation / habitat creation


Wide-ranging consultation


Use of multi-disciplinary design team


Provision for access by local community








