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SUMMARY

	TYPE OF DEVELOPMENT


	· New 18-hole course.



	PREVIOUS LAND USES


	· Arable agriculture.



	NATURAL HERITAGE DESIGNATIONS
	· No designations 

	OTHER DEVELOPMENT ISSUES
	· Presence of hedgerows and hedgerow trees

· Mammal populations

	CONSULTATION


	· SNH consulted early in development process.

	KEY CONSERVATION OUTCOMES


	· New habitat creation (woodland, meadow, scrub, hedgerow)

· IPM policy

· Management plan

	OTHER COMMENTS


	


BACKGROUND 

The course has been developed by Elmwood College, which includes in its academic programme courses in greenkeeping.  The course was developed as a training and teaching facility which would also have the potential to generate income.  It is intended that it will be run as a pay-and-play facility, and on a season-ticket basis. The estimated usage level is 30,000 rounds per annum.

The course covers c. 45ha and is located 3km south of Cupar on a gentle, south-east facing slope.  Adjacent to the course are hospital grounds, farmland and the main East Coast railway line.  The course is bisected by a minor road.

The land was originally farmed for arable crops and is classified as Land Capability Class 2.  The soil is sandy-loam with pockets of boulder clay and has a high fertility.

ISSUES

· No designations.

· Fertile farmland.

· Existing degraded hedgerows.

· Lapwing and Partridge nesting and Buzzard feeding on land.

· Brown Hare and Red Squirrel on or adjacent to site.

· Opportunities for habitat development.

· Woodland, meadow, scrub and hedge creation.

DESIGN AND PLANNING

· The development process was instigated in 1994.  Goldie, Wright Architects, Dundee were appointed as planning consultants.  The staff of the College were involved in the production of a management plan to accompany the application.  The plan was written in accordance with the SNH guidelines and reviewed by SNH as part of the planning application consultation process.

· Planning consent was approved with the management plan undertakings included as formal planning conditions.  Implementation was broadly in accordance with the plan but there were local variations in the course layout to accommodate detailed topographical changes.

MANAGEMENT

Vision and aims

· In the Management Plan, the stated aim for nature conservation is:

“to enhance existing habitats and create new ones through careful management.”

· The policy throughout the course is to monitor the progress to enable modification of maintenance practice to achieve the desired outcome.

· The environmental considerations extend beyond issues of habitat creation into matters of golf course maintenance.  The policy is to reduce this activity to the lowest level of intervention necessary to permit golf.
· New habitats were proposed from the outset and grant aid was sought to support this.  

Woodland

· Woodland Grant Scheme funding was obtained from the Forestry Authority for 8 ha of mixed woodland (20,000 trees) comprising birch, ash and rowan.  In addition 1.5km of hedgerows were planted with mainly hawthorn and dog rose.

Grassland

· Wild flower meadows were proposed within the course but it was recognised that the land was too fertile to achieve good results.   The course manager therefore decided that it was necessary reduce the fertility quickly to prevent the grasses taking over the sward.  To this end the farm was invited to cut the rough for silage thus taking nutrient away and this has had the effect of reducing the fertility and with it the vigour of the grasses.

Turf management

· Irrigation is only used in the absence of natural precipitation and then only to those areas specifically in play.  The hours of irrigation are recorded.  A similar approach is taken with drainage in that it is only applied to the areas in play.  Fertiliser and pesticide use is sparing as part of an Integrated Pest Management policy.  The application policy is to use only what is necessary and then specific materials in the minimum amount required.

Education and communication

· The effects of all developments and operations are monitored and the results are discussed among the College staff and SNH and modifications made to practice in order to optimise wildlife and environmental benefit.


The course at Elmwood is a good example of how a site in a relatively open agricultural landscape can be transformed into an interesting setting for golf, at the same time significantly enhancing its nature conservation value.  The development concept of a relatively modest, pay-and-play layout has been shown to have been appropriate in the circumstances.  Its popularity has already been proven with 15,000 rounds played in 1998 and twice this number forecast for 1999.
SUMMARY OF BEST PRACTICE ELEMENTS





Early consultation with SNH


Integration of Management Plan with development process


New Habitat creation


Use of WGS Funding


Low-key drainage design – no piped drainage in out-of-play areas


Dominance of cultural control in methods of turf maintenance (IPM)








