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SUMMARY

	TYPE OF DEVELOPMENT


	· New 18-hole course



	PREVIOUS LAND USES


	· Arable

· Pasture



	NATURAL HERITAGE DESIGNATIONS
	· Green Belt 

	OTHER DEVELOPMENT ISSUES
	· Important existing stream-side and wetland habitats

· Development by SAC in-house team including ecologist



	CONSULTATION


	· SNH consulted at outline planning stage.

	KEY CONSERVATION OUTCOMES


	· New habitat creation 

· Management Plan integral to design process

	OTHER COMMENTS


	· Funding of aspects of management through Countryside Premium Scheme.


BACKGROUND

The land is owned by Scottish Agricultural Colleges (SAC) and is located to the west of Aberdeen.  The land comprises parts of two farms, one of which is parkland in character the other being upland.  The primary land use is agriculture; consisting of cereal production and grazing.

A number of valuable ecological assets existed on the site, the most significant of which is a glen between Greenwelltree fields and Elrick Hill  A burn runs through the glen and there is a  strip of unimproved land adjoining it.  An area of wetland adjoins Elrick Hill.  

The course when complete will be used as a teaching resource for students on the Golf Course Management Course run by the College.

ISSUES

· Farmland – arable and pasture.

· Green belt

· Site of Interest for Natural Science between Greenwelltree Farm and Elrick Hill.

· Public access and views.

· 4 major oil pipelines under the site.

· Burn through site.

· Existing waterbodies.

· Habitat development – woodland, wetland, grassland, heath and moorland.

DESIGN AND PLANNING

· The land is in the ownership of SAC and the proposal is to create a golf course which could be used for teaching.  The College is to be a centre of excellence for the teaching of Golf Course Management.  The land selected for the course was assembled from two existing farm holdings.  The design team was drawn from the College, and included a Landscape Architect, agronomist and ecologist.  The in-house team prepared the proposals which have involved significant development of the habitat opportunities.

· Although no formal Phase 1 or Phase 2 Habitat Survey was carried out, a wildlife survey was undertaken by the in-house team before the design was finalised.  Ecological issues were discussed with SWT and SGCWG and were given priority in the design.  In essence, the success of the course will depend on the successful implementation of the management proposals.  

· The design concept of the course retains two distinctive and contrasting landscape character areas: Greenwelltree Farm, with a predominantly upland feel, and Parkhead Farm, with a parkland atmosphere.  The proposals involve the planting of woodland on the Parkhead section which had to be achieved in a way which did not affect the visual qualities of the landscape.  This was the subject of conditions to the planning consent.

MANAGEMENT

Vision and aims

· This is the most important element of the development representing its raison d’etre.  Management planning has been integral to the design process and has been a fundamental aspect in all the proposals. 

Woodland

· Planting is designed to be in keeping with the local landscape character.  In the parkland sections a number of individual specimen trees are proposed.  In other places small tree groups are proposed to achieve the characteristic appearance of parkland.

Streams and wetlands

· The glen and boundary burn area is to be managed for wildlife and SAC have applied for support under the Countryside Premium Scheme.  The implication of this is that there will be no fertiliser application, no grazing of livestock, no application of pesticides and the control of statutory weeds.

· Two water bodies are to be retained and developed as features on holes 9 and 13.  The current character is wetland but this will be developed and managed to include open water as well.


SUMMARY OF GOOD PRACTICE ELEMENTS





Enhancement of nature conservation value of existing agricultural land


Creation of diverse habitats: woodland, wetland, grassland, heath and moorland


Retention of distinctive landscape character areas


Management priorities integrated with design process


Design and planning agreed by team involving input from Agronomist, Landscape Architect and Ecologist








