Case Study Two – Kilmacolm Golf Club

Kilmacolm Golf Club have been actively involved in the management of its natural and cultural heritage.  A rugged heathland golf course, it is blessed with considerable character, situated in a stunning landscape which ranges from open moorland to woodland to natural moss.  The golf course is typical of many long established courses, fitting in with the topography and integrating well within its surroundings.  The wildlife at Kilmacolm is diverse.  Over 55 species of bird, 190 species of native wild plant, several of which are locally and nationally rare, an abundance of butterflies, dragonflies and damselflies emanating from the mosaic of grassland, heathland, wetland, open water and moss.  In essence Kilmacolm is gifted with natural beauty which the golfer cannot fail to recognise.

As with any landscape, the golf course requires management.  From the firm and true putting greens, to the out of play woodlands and heathlands.  All part of the course and its surrounds need different degrees of management.  

The Club – its Committee, members and greenstaff recognise this to be the case.  They are aware that they have an opportunity to conserve and possibly enhance the natural qualities of their course, for the benefit of not only golfers but wildlife aswell.

To achieve this they have prepared, and are implementing a Golf Course Management Plan which integrates the core needs of the golfers with those of the natural and cultural heritage.  For this they have received the Scottish Golf Course Wildlife Charter.

The plan has also resulted in:

· Initiation of heather and grassland management trials

· Restructuring and diversification of mature and vulnerable conifer plantations

· Ongoing consultation with local organisations which have led to increased respect for the Club, positive publicity and free advice

· Attaining awards such as the national Green Apple Award and Scottish Winner of the BIGGA Environment Competition

· Receipt of detailed surveys on the condition of the heather on the course

· Receipt of detailed ecological surveys

· Reductions in chemical inputs whilst maintaining the high quality playing conditions members and visitors expect

· Increased awareness amongst members of the environment in which they are playing and the positive role of the Club

· A considerable effort to control bracken, and reinstate typical heathland and grassland habitats

· Assessment of good practice for the storage and handling of chemicals and waste products

· Demonstrations to other Clubs of how the environment can be considered by Clubs, without increased costs, poorer playing conditions and other common fears of environmental management.

Kilmacolm Golf Club are one of the most proactive in this field.  They have made a commitment to do something positive for the environment, in a way which is sensitive to the needs of the golfer.  They have done this through a structured, planned approach which has involved a wide range of individuals within the Club and outwith.  For this credit must go to all of the greenstaff, the Club Committee and Secretary and the members.  

